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Roam Scotland Bikepacking Society (RSBS)
We’re a democratic charitable society. Our simple purpose is to get more people bikepacking in Scotland. We make & test routes for gravel bikes. 
The Routes & Info
Nobody ‘owns’ a route in right-to-roam Scotland, so we make all our basic route files open to all. What belongs to the society, are the actual route files with all the info we add and the Guide App that works alongside the route. These are for members eyes only! We’ve spent 8 years linking the best gravel, minimising rougher surfaces and very steep off-road sections, avoiding busy roads and ensuring all the ride info you need is literally at your fingertips.
The routes are colour coded: road is blue, off-road is red and unavoidable short rougher sections or hike-a-bikes are marked up black. Our main routes we label ‘Rugged’, generally 45-55% off-road, so about 60-65% of riding time is off-road, where inevitably we all go slower. ‘Rolling’ routes generally have less off-road, less steep off-road, less climbing overall and less distance. Usually the rugged & rolling routes end in the same place each day, so riders can switch between routes, however it suits them. Where there are alternative tougher sections with more rough-stuff and climbing, we have additional ‘Rugged+’ route files, for those looking for extra challenge.
The cherry on the route cake, is the detailed information we provide you with. From cafes, to bike-shops, to railway stations, to hostels, to campsites… and more. Even cultural highlights and nature notes, to connect you with the human & living world around you. The information is all accessible on the RidewithGPS route files and on our Guide App.
What we’ve built is a collection of routes that you can have confidence in, meandering into almost every corner of Scotland, with all the info you need.
RidewithGPS (RwGPS)
When you join up, you’ll get a welcome page with a link to join our society ‘club’ account. The route files are found under the Collections tab. We’re working on organising these better so you can more easily find what you need.  There are various other benefits of a club account, such as Challenges, which we’ll make more use of in future. We’re aware lots of people use Komoot or Strava instead, but there are many great features on RwGPS. We’re working on some guidance to ensure members get the most from it. Meanwhile, here is the RwGPS guidance article about the Club account.

WhatsApp Community
You’ll also need to join our WhatsApp community from the welcome page link, as this is the main way we communicate with each other. You’ll hear about all the group rides and other important things from the Announcements group.  To ‘sign-up’ for a group ride, just join the group for that ride, and the ride coordinator will keep you updated and answer any questions. The only group you won’t be able to join automatically is the trustees group, but of course you can raise anything with the trustees and ask questions in the General Chat group. We’d be delighted if people want to organise ‘informal’ group rides themselves in the community. 
Donations & Charity Partners
We ask you to make a donation when you join a group ride, but this can be £1 or £100, it’s up to you. After covering our minimal running costs, the donations are passed on to our charity partners. These are all grass roots cycling charities who are increasing access to cycling among disadvantaged communities, one of our core missions.
Membership benefits:
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	Access to all of our routes and the information added to them, on the RidewithGPS platform in our exclusive society account and on our guide App.
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	Connecting with other members, joining group rides, sharing photos, asking questions etc. in our private WhatsApp community
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	Our cool members ‘QR’ card to spread the word.
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	Bespoke route planning service.


It costs £5 to become a lifetime member. Our friendly group rides bring our members together to share the joys of self-supported group bikepacking in the wilds of Scotland. We really want members to use society routes for day or weekend rides, with mates or for a solo mission. We’ll even make you bespoke route files to get you back to where you came from or a bus or train home.  As a society member you can get involved as much or little as you want in group rides or in challenges, or become a trustee to keep the society cranks turning and help us evolve & grow.
We warmly invite you to become a member. Let’s ride, roam and replenish together.
Cheers,
The Trustees,
Roam Scotland Bikepacking Society Limited
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